This volume is based on the papers presented at the Fourth (1979) Chicago Conference on Neural Trauma. The Chicago Conferences, the first of which was held in 1966, have two objectives. The first is to promote interest into the exact nature of the events at the moment of injury and the subsequent responses to it, and second to apply this knowledge in the management of patients and hopefully improve outcome. This is a book for the specialist, though the more clinically orientated sections* will have a wider appeal. The first chapter presents a general view of the head injuries and emphasizes that there is scope for better management. It offers a new classification of injuries which embraces the importance of the remediable surgical lesion and the very important notion that the interval between the injury and the moment when an injury is classified will affect the assessment of its severity. (fig 25-1) said to illustrate hydrocephalus with "extraordinarily dilated ventricles" isn't really an example of marked cerebral atrophy, bearing in mind the sulcal enlargement.
Despite these criticisms this basically is a very good book, and would have a great appeal to young doctors entering the field of neurology, but either the allied services in the USA require a far higher degree of knowledge of neurological minutiae than they do here, or the book is too detailed for them. Certainly I would heartily recommended it to my junior staff. Divided visual field studies, in which a stimulus is displayed in one or other of the half-fields, are designed to compare the processing power of the two cerebral hemispheres. Comparisons have been made with regard to variables such as verbal and non-verbal material, split-brain and psychiatric patients, sex, development and hand preference. This book provides a realistic appraisal of these seven areas of research as well as a detailed consideration of methodological and theoretical issues and electrophysiological studies and the effects of hand preference. The editor contributes three chapters as well as an Introduction and Conclusion, and seven other authors each contribute a chapter dealing with their own speciality.
The chapter on methodology contains an unfortunate-yet common-error in the description of the optic pathways. The connections, described in relation to the hemiretinae are wrong but would be correct if "hemifield" were substituted for "hemiretinae". Fortunately, the cover of the book carries a clear diagram of the visual pathways which contradicts the written description.
The reliability of reported data together with an emphasis on adequacy of methodology and strictness in interpretation of results are recurrent themes throughout the book. Indeed, in some applications it is clear that the proportion of credible findings is low. For (page 280) . This glaringly unrealistic figure ignores the fact that surgery is hardly ever thought of before an extended trial of antidepressant drugs and ECT has failed to do any lasting good. In such patients the chances of spontaneous recovery must be very much smaller than two-fifths.
